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Creg Giraham

U8, Army Corp of Fngineers
Walla Walla District

201 N. Third Avenue

Walla Willa, WA 99362

Dear Mr. Graham:
[.ongview Libre Company, whith utilizes | ower Smike River bange iransporiativs of wood-chips

for papermaking at our Lougview, Wash., mill. strongly opposes breaching of the four dums on
{he Lower Snake related 1o the vngaing fish-recaovery issuvs for these resons:

Dam breaching aad remuval of burges from the Lower Snake would irease our wood-chip
shipping costo aboat 133%, vz an esimated §2 million more unnually, ¥ fwe were forced to
ship by rail (i fail capacity Was ever available). Longview Tibr hip plans sl ihe Ports of
Wilma and Towietan annually burgesship approximately 300,000 tens of chips (w o lnrge
Longvicw mill, which represents a signifieant part of the raw mutorial required o run the
|.ongview operutions thur emphuy about 2000 people in the Lower Columbia region Pre
over o decads, thoee inereased shipping costs would mount to at least $20 million in
burden on our company.

»

1o addition to exeessive frefght custs, eonverting from barge to rail would require Lur pviow
Fibre spending an estimated half-millipn dullais more in construeting il eidings and ¢hip-
Tonding facilitieg at our Portx ol Wilma and T.cwislon operations. Our incteased costs [ur

shipping by rail wowld total some $27 mlllion in the first yeer. A for considering changing

cail, there aren't enough cail-cars available for shapping wood-chips, wheat and other
contmoditica now carried by barge (and il e was massive rail-car building they would b
cost-prohibitive in this situation). The mil systeu ind highways cannol handle (o freight
presently transported by bacges on e Suaks iver systom. B3arging is not ouly the lowesl-
costh, cHicient transporiation mode, it helps keep Washington snd Uregon highways saler plus
provides cleaner uir - compared 10 snbstinuing use ul trucks,

Sacificing theso damy that penerate hydroeleciric puwer would ullimately result in hi
Cacrgy cosly for tepional wers ieluding indusivy Tike Longview Fibre, Our Longview mill is
@ majur user of power front Bonneville, and thix signifivant cost wonld be on top of the higher

trisportation costs.

Alsa, it is our g that sedi ion from dam-brenehing vould create an adverse
environmental impuct in the Rivers.

1 ongvicw Fibre has lost millions of dolluss in the past two yeurs becuusc ol the worldwida slump
in popor markets, Wi must compete suaassflly n the highy-competitive domeetic md global
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markets to survive. Breaching Lower Snoke dams and wking burges ol the river would disrupt
our vital raw-material supply line. crelc costly energy coneerns, ruise our overall costs

ally, and could jeapardize coploy at out Longyiew operations with ¢ related
negutive affect on the Lower Columbia ceonomy. Oue annual payroll is 397 million, and yearly
locul purchises, tas payments approximale $86 million.

Romuoval of these doms (hat are exsential links in our Columbis River wiler-transportation sysiem
and genetale power is tan extreme. lrenching may not help fish, and it will severely huct the
Tegion’s economy. A recuvery plan is noeded that rebuilds fish ruis and mnintains a healthy
eonomy.

Very truly yours,
Ay Z
BRIty

R. . Wollenberg

President and Chief Executive Officer

b

ee:  Son. Slade Goron Sen. Gordon Smith
Sen. Paity Murray Sen. Ron Wyden
Cong, Brian Baird Cong. Grog Walden
Cong. Doc Hastings

Cong. Jonnifer Dunn Cinw. John Kitzhaber
Cong,. Norm Dicks
(ong. George Nethercuit

[dalur, Montana
Gav. Gury Locke Cang. Members
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for the usc of the individual or entlty 1 whom (s addeossed. TF YOU ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT,
OR THE EMPLOVEE OR AGENT RRSPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING I 10 UHE INTENDED
RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIRD THAT ANY USE, DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR
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